Summary. In the pregnant ewe, there is a general decline in rectal temperature of the order of 0\ m=. \ 7\ s=deg\ C over the 54 hr before parturition. Individual variation, however, makes this temperature drop unreliable for the prediction of the possible time of onset of lambing.
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Several of the domesticated animals show a slight rise in body temperature in late pregnancy and a temperature decline in the period just before parturition (Weisz, 1943) . In cattle (Ewbank, 1963) (Ewbank, 1963) Miller & Robertson (1959) and Belschner (1965) .
It can be seen that, for the 54 hr before lambing, there appears to be a consistent temperature drop away from the values recorded over the previousprediction point for the imminence or otherwise of lambing. This finding is in general agreement with the conclusions of Roberts (1964) . The duration of the temperature drop overlaps the period of increased heat loss described by Brockway et al. (1963) .
